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6th August 2017 

In Godly play, we say that what makes a feast a feast is 
not what you eat but who you eat it with.  
 

The Gospel theme this week is about feasting. The story 
of the feeding of the more than 5000 by Jesus on the 
banks of the river Galilee is iconic in all the Gospels and 
central to our understanding of the Eucharist. In 

Matthew’s Gospel, there is a clear contrast between Herod’s gluttonous, 
decadent spread and Jesus Christ’s generous banquet of fish and bread 
among the more than 5000. There are several striking contrasts:   
 

 - Herod’s gluttonous spread is exclusive and excluding 
restricting attendance to the rich and the ruling.  
- Jesus’ banquet is inclusive and embracing of all people, even 
inviting creation into the feast as people picnic alongside the 
river.  
 

Herod’s spread is death dealing – John 
the Baptist loses his head at this feast.  
 

Jesus Christ’s banquet is life giving, abundant and 
extravagant with plenty to share.  
 

Reflecting on feasting in Matthew’s Gospel, it is with 
much gratitude that I acknowledge the time, effort, thought and generosity 
that went into welcoming and embracing me as your new rector. I would like 
to thank the wardens and parish leaders for their preparations and gifts to us. 
I would also like to thank you the church for your presence and your 
contributions to the feast we enjoyed afterwards. My arrival and 
commissioning here at Alstonville was truly like the Banquet of Jesus: life-
giving, embracing, accepting and celebrating. What made the feast the 
feast was not only the delicious food we ate, but who we ate it with – each 
other.  
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Dear people of Alstonville 
 
Thank you very much for the warm, affirming and generous welcome 
you have offered me. In this brief letter, I share with you some life 
statements, jewels, that I deliberately choose to shape my life. Ancient 
seafarers charted their marine journeys by using the stars as a blueprint 
for celestial navigation. Similarly, these life statements are like stars that 
chart my path to a good life.  
 

I seek to be shaped by the following life statement jewels: 
 

“My greatest difference from you is my greatest gift to you.” 
 

“The glory of God is the human person fully alive, fully human, fully divine.” 
 

“Live simply so others may simply live.” 
 

“The secret of the entire universe is that Christ is within you – the hope of 
glory.” 
 

“I am who I am because you are who you are.” 
 

The ancient seafarers drifted off their correct paths from time to time. Similarly, I 
wander away from these life statement jewels. Phrased another way, in the stress 
of modern day living these jewels become covered in mud.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To clear away the mud, or to chart my way back, I need to re-create by: 
 

 Spending A LOT OF time in silence, solitude and contemplative prayer (like 
most Anglican clergy, I am intensely introverted and my love for people is 
balanced by having adequate time alone) 

 

 Celebrating relationships with loved ones and creation 
 

 Hiking and mountain biking through the Australian bush 
 

 Reading and writing 
 

 Enjoying the companionship of the ocean whose energy is so 
healing 

 

Thank you again for welcoming me into your household of faith. I 
greatly look forward to discovering the beauty of the Northern Rivers – 
my new home.  
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WELCOME 

We trust and pray your time with us today will  
bring hope and inspiration for the week ahead. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
O God, giver of life and health, whose Son Jesus Christ  
has called us to hunger and thirst for justice:  
refresh us with your grace, 
that we may not be weary in well-doing, 
for the sake of him who meets all our needs, 
Jesus Christ our Saviour; 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen  

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK FROM MU –  
SUNDAY 6TH AUGUST  

 

Mothers Union Worldwide – MALAWI Province of Central Africa  

Empowering women in business is one of the ways MU is 

helping to change Malawi. Across the country they are 

working to support St Agnes Guild, the young women’s 

section of the Church. Members enable these young women to grow 

physically and spiritually by leading Bible studies and teaching skills 

that can be used to produce an income.  

“Declare his glory among the nations, his marvellous deeds among all 

peoples.” (Psalm 96:3)  

9th August is Mary Sumner Day. We give thanks for her vision and 

praise God for members worldwide. May God inspire us with faith for 

the present and envision us afresh for the future.  

We pray for members in Malawi as they seek to work alongside other 

departments of the Church in ever greater partnership.  



4  

THANK YOU 

Haejung (Helen) Kim and Robert Slade sincerely thank Reverend 

Greg, Mark, Fiona, the Floral Group and the church community for 

helping to make their wedding day so wonderful. 

MESSY CHURCH DATES 
 

Messy Extra: 13
th
 August.  

Messy Church: 25
th
 August. 

HEALING SERVICE 
 

The next Healing Service will be held on Sunday, 20th August at 6.30 

pm with light refreshments to follow. All welcome. 

POT LUCK DINNER AND ‘BEETLES’ EVENING 
 

On Saturday 19
th
 August at 5pm we are 

having a Parish Pot Luck Dinner in the 

Ministry Centre, followed by a communal 

game of Beetles. Suitable from kindergarten 

to octogenarians. More information to come 

and registrations will be taken soon. Transport 

available. 
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DVD   GROUP  
 

Will meet 13
th
 August at 7.00pm in Meeting Room 1. Topic Simple 

Prayer, Simple Life. If you are frustrated and overwhelmed with 

everything that's on your plate, then its time to make some changes. 

Life isn't necessarily going to change but you can change your 

approach. Discover a new way of living by trusting God more and 

leaning less on your own ability. 

ROSTERS 
 

Rosters are due for the upcoming three months. Please inform 

Fiona ASAP in the Parrish Office of your availability / unavailability 

to participate. 

LinC ALSTONVILLE 

A reminder to all LinC volunteers and parishioners generally that you 

are invited to the LinC AGM. A  light supper will be provided and 

guest, Chaplain Graeme Davis from St Vincents hospital will speak. 

Date: Tuesday 8
th
 August at 5.00pm to 7.00pm at the Alstonville 

Baptist Church. 

NEW PARISH DIECTORY 
 

Has been printed. It is available only to those who have an entry in 

the Directory. Old Directories need to be kept or shredded or you can 

return to the Parish Office if you don’t have a shredder. 
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THE PARISH IN PRAYER 
 

Praise and Thanksgiving:  

• for a generous God who desires to have a relationship with all 

people everywhere. 

We pray for our World: 

• for areas that remain in constant turmoil. Help them find 

peace. 

We pray for our Parish Community: 

• Thank you for our new Rector, Desiree. Help us to work 

together with her for your kingdoms sake. 

We pray for those we support locally and overseas:  

• The Hughes & Kidson families and the Mission in Japan and 

India. 

• Sally Miller & Fresh Expression of Church at EAC. 

• Our AREA High School chaplain, Bruce Fleming. 

We pray for those in need:  
• Doris Campbell, Celia Hillier, Noela Slade, Mark Grimm, 

Theo, Marg Dillon, Ernie, Damien Eagles, T. J. & family, Iris 

Outerbridge, Elizabeth Jackson. 

We pray for those who suffer: 
 

• We pray for the poor and oppressed, for prisoners and 

captives, and for all who care for them.  

• We give thanks for the life and faith of Sheila Greenway, 

asking your blessing on her family at his time. 
 

 

Privacy policy of the Diocese of Grafton does not permit the placement of names on prayer lists 
without  expressed permission of persons concerned. Names listed in this bulletin therefore are only 
published on that basis.  
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Please turn off your mobile phone during worship. 
Please note a hearing loop is installed on the right hand side of the church. 
Toilets are located in the front of the Hall - the building next to the Church. 

First Aid Kits are located in the Church & the Hall. 

THIS WEEK IN THE PARISH 
 

Monday    7th August  10.00am - Life Group - Robin Delaney 

Tuesday    8th August  1.30pm - Life Group - Carol Stone MR1 

Wednesday    9th August  8.00am - Morning Prayer 

     9.00am-  Meditation 

      4.00pm - Life Group - Helen Nicholson 

Thursday    10th August  9.30am - Play Place 

     2.00pm -  Alstonville Fellowship 

     7.30pm - Life Group - Fitzpatrick’s 

Friday    11th August  10.00am - Friday Service  

      5.00pm - Music Group 

Sunday    13th August  8.00am - Holy Communion   
   10.00am - Family Service 

   10.00am -Tregeagle Holy Communion  

      5.00pm - Messy Extra 

      7.00pm - DVD Group 

Bible Readings: 

6th August  Romans 9:1-8   Matthew 14:13-21 
13th August  Romans 10:4-15   Matthew 14:22-36  

Next week’s  8.00am  Rose Jones & Carolyn Cocks 
Morning Tea: 10.00am  Robin Delaney & Lynne Watt  
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ANGLICAN PARISH OF ALSTONVILLE  
 

Rector: Reverend Desiree Snyman  Tel:  0402 764 969 
Associate The Reverend John Kidson   0411 394 213 
Ministers: Reverend Geoff Vidal    0447 645 456  

  

Parish Office: The Ministry Centre, 8 The Avenue,  Alstonville 

Telephone:  6628 0231, Fax:  6628 5598 

Postal address: PO Box 451, Alstonville NSW 2477 

e-mail: office@alstonvilleanglicanchurch.org.au 

website: www.alstonvilleanglicanchurch.org.au 
 

THE ANGLICAN OP SHOP 
 

1 The Avenue, Alstonville, Telephone: 6628 8777 


